
Wood Shake and Shingle Guide
You don’t have to live in a cabin to enjoy the beauty of a wood shake roof. Evaluate the pros and cons of 

installing this natural wood product on your home.
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Mention warm appearance and roofing materials in the same 
sentence and many home builders and architects immediately 
think of wood shingles and shakes. While not used as much as 
they once were, the natural roofing material can still add rustic 
beauty to almost any home.

The distinctive style of wood shingles and shakes has inspired 
many manufacturers to mimic the look with asphalt and 
synthetic products, but for some home owners, there’s no 
substitute for the real thing.

What You Need to Know about 
Wood Shake and Shingle Roofing
Wood shakes and shingles are produced from natural 
wood. Shingles are sawn to give the material a more refined 
appearance. Shakes may be split, split and sawn, or sawn 
depending on the look the customer desires. Split shakes 
normally give a roof a unique profile and a very rustic finish. 
A few reasons why wood shakes and shingles can be a good 
choice for your home:

•	 Durability: With proper maintenance wood shakes 
and shingles may last longer than many asphalt shingle 
products. When properly installed, the material can be 
ideal for areas susceptible to severe storms with high 
winds and hail.

•	 Eco-friendly: Wood shingles and shakes add a layer of 
natural insulation to your home’s roof and can also help 
ventilate your attic. Some varieties of the material are 
considered sustainable as the wood is obtained from trees 
grown under Forest Stewardship Council guidelines.

•	 Unique: The natural characteristics of wood mean that no 
two wood shingle or shake roofs ever look quite the same.

While there are several advantages to using wood as a roofing 
material, without a doubt the primary reason homeowners 
choose the product is for the distinctive and warm appearance 
it can give their home.
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Are Wood Shakes And Shingles Right 
For Your Home?
As beautiful as wood shakes and shingles can be, there are 
also some reasons why they might not be the best choice for 
your home. A few to consider:

•	 Installation: The skills required to apply wood shakes 
and shingles are more carpentry related so many roofing 
contractors avoid installations. If you want the material 
installed on your roof, a contractor who specializes in 
the product may be required. Due to the difficulty of 
installation, the material is usually not recommended for 
DIYers.

•	 Cost: Wood shakes and shingles are a little more costly 
than many other roofing materials. Expect to pay in the 
range of $220 to $350 per square for the material and $120 
to $160 for installation. This pricing may vary depending on 
your location.

•	 Quality: There are several different grades of wood 
shingles and shakes and while a high quality material can 
produce a beautiful roof, a lesser grade product can have 
the opposite effect.

•	 Maintenance: Natural wood is susceptible to moisture and 
insect damage. Some manufacturers treat their products 
for protection from these issues, but the material often 
requires recoating on a regular basis to maintain the 
effect. If you purchase and install material that hasn’t been 
protected, sealing is recommended every several years 
depending on the product used.

•	 Fire resistance: It’s no secret that wood burns. It’s possible 
to purchase wood shingles and shakes that have been 
impregnated with a fire-retardant chemical, but most are 
sold without it.

If you like the look of wood shakes and shingles but want a 
more DIY-friendly material without all the maintenance chores, 
consider one of the many replicas offered by asphalt shingle 
manufacturers. However, if only the real thing will do, wood 
shakes and shingles have been used to give many homes a 
beautiful roof.


